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SENIOR FIGURES IN WEST MIDLANDS CONSTRUCTION
COME TOGETHER FOR HEALTH AND SAFETY EVENT

Following 230 construction-related serious injuries in the West Midlands last year,
construction companies from around the West Midlands came together for an innovative

event designed to encourage safety on site.

Affordable housing contractor Wates Living Space brought together nine senior figures
from seven construction companies around the region for a health and safety event at

two of its sites in Turves Green and Ingoldsby in the West Midlands.

The event saw Wates Living Space take senior industry figures, like Kevin Ward from
SES, to visit the two construction sites to explain how they should encourage staff to

look for potential hazards, with the aim of improving best practice in Wates’ supply chain.

Tom Langley Business Director for Wates Living Space said: “There were 53 major
injuries related to construction sites in Birmingham alone last year, and 230 across the
West Midlands.

“Wates is refurbishing around 20.000 homes in the West Midlands this year, which
means that we have to make sure our sites are safe, not just for our staff but for

members of the public too, so health and safety is a subject very close to our hearts.



“We decided to hold the health and safety event to encourage our suppliers and
colleagues within the construction industry to be more proactive about health and safety
and to look for how accidents might happen, rather than dealing with accidents once

they have actually happened.

“We believe that if we can encourage a more proactive approach to health and safety
among senior figures at the top of the industry, then this will cascade its way down

through an organization, and the rest of the industry.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors

e Wates is one of the UK’'s largest family-owned construction services and
development companies. Established in 1897, it remains privately owned by the
Wates Family. Wates employs over 2000 people and had a turnover of £945
million in 2009.

e Part of the family owned Wates Group, Wates Living Space is one of the UK’s
leading affordable housing contractors, working with RSLs and ALMOs we build
or refurbish in the region of 20,000 homes for residents each year through the
New Build and decent homes programme.

e Wates Living Space was awarded Contractor of the Year at the Housing Excellence
Awards and Sustainable Contractor of the Year at the Inside Housing Sustainable
Housing Awards in 2009.
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