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Wates Living Space awards £44,000 through Wates Giving to
Southways Riverbank Community Café

The Riverbank Cafe and Market Garden, a not for profit social enterprise set up by
local residents to benefit the local community, has been awarded over £44,000
through Wates Giving, a charitable programme run by the Wates family, owners of
the Wates Group.

Charlie Wates, one of the fourth generation of family owners of the Wates Group
presented the cheque to residents of Southways Housing Group last week.

The Market Garden will help the local community by assisting them to learn to grow
their own produce and help return the estate to its former glory as a garden estate.
The cafe will then serve quality food sourced and cooked locally and offer basic

training to residents in either area of growing, cooking and customer service skills.

Wates Living Space, the affordable housing division of the Wates Group is also
refurbishing a derelict shop on Merseybank for the use of the Riverbank Café.

June Stenson from the Market Garden said “Wates support from day one has been
essential. The funding received will enable us to appoint a co-ordinator / project
manager for a period of two years to finally push the project to success. The
unending support from Wates and their employees went a long way .With the
previous site renovation and refurbishment of site now we would have hit major

problems with out Wates help and look forward to their support in the future.

Karen Mitchell, Chief Executive of Southway Housing Trust, said: "This is a great
local project that offers something new and exciting to people living in this area. We
are really pleased to be able to get involved in providing support where we can to
assist the project in achieving their objectives. We also recognise what a significant
contribution Wates, as one of our main contractors, have made to support the future
success of Riverbank and we are extremely pleased to see this donation being
made within our area, made to a project that will make a real difference."



Jim Duffy from Wates Living Space added, “Living Space is commitment to making
a real difference to the communities where we work, and we hope this contribution
from Wates Giving will help push this fantastic project forward.”

ENDS - -

For more information please contact: Angela Hornby on 0161 946 8800 or
angela.hornby@wates.co.uk

Photo Description — left to right: Brian Birch (Wates Living Space), Charlie Wates (member
of the Wates family), Steve Jackson (Wates Living Space), June Stenson (Riverbank Café),
Jim Duffy (Wates Living Space), Tracy Woodhouse (Riverbank Café), Steve Fanning
(Southway Housing Trust), Karen Mitchell (Southway Housing Trust)

Editors Notes

Part of the family owned Wates Group, Wates Living Space is one of the UK’s leading
affordable housing contractors, working with RSLs and ALMOs we build or refurbish in the
region of 26,000 homes for residents each year through the New Build and Decent Homes
programme.

Wates Living Space was awarded Contractor of the Year at the Housing Excellence Awards
and Sustainable Social Housing Contractor of the Year at Inside Housing Sustainable
Housing awards,

Wates Giving is a charitable programme set up by the Wates family owners of the Wates
Group to support projects that benefit communities for the long-term. All projects are
proposed and championed by Wates Group employees. Since Wates Giving was launched
in 2008 over £m has been committed to projects across the UK.
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